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FOREWORD

FOR some years past the members of the Board of Directors
of the Academy have been convinced that a great national
service could be performed if the Academy, in addition to the
regular publications, were to undertake special investigations
on questions of national interest and place the results of such
investigations at the disposal of our members and of the gen-
eral public. It was with this end in view that the Board

decided to undertake a survey of the economic, social and po-
litical conditions in Haiti and the Dominican Republic. The

public discussions relating to these two republics have con-
tained so much of a political and partisan nature that the
Board deemed it important that the public opinion of the coun-
try should be enlightened by an impartial and unbiased study
of the situation.

The study is one that required a man of mature judgment
and thorough scientific preparation. By unanimous agree-
ment, the Board selected Dr. Carl Kelsey, Professor of So-
ciology at the University of Pennsylvania, to undertake the
investigation. Dr. Kelsey has spent nine months traveling
through Haiti and the Dominican Republic, and has placed
before the members of the Academy the results of a careful
and searching analysis of the situation. The members of

the Board feel convinced that the results of this first appoint-
ment to an Academy Research Fellowship fully justify en-
larging the scope of the Academy’s activities along the lines
of such special investigations, and it is the hope of the Board
that through the cooperation of our members it will be pos-
sible to establish an endowment fund which will enable the

Academy to provide for a series of research fellowships;
thus placing at the disposal of the country the results of care-
ful and impartial investigation of the problems concerning
which the public opinion of the country is called upon to make
momentous decisions.

L. S. ROWE,
President.
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